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Foreword

The Asia-Pacific region offers abundant lessons on living in harmony with the
desert. Much can be learned from established practices in such areas as desert
control, agriculture, architecture - even social organization. At the same time,
contemporary know-how can be applied to support and revitalize old ways for the
sustainable development of desert communities.

It was this thinking that prompted the United Nations Development Programme
to cooperate with the Government of the IR of Iran in organizing the Regional
Symposium on Sustainable Development of Desert Communities. The Symposium,
held in May 2000, brought together in Yazd participants from ten countries and
several international agencies. Her Excellency Dr. Masoumeh Ebtekhar, Vice-
President of the IR of Iran and Head of the Department of Environment, opened
the proceedings.

The Symposium addressed current realities and future perspectives of desert
communities. Through the deliberations and recommendations of the Symposium
and its follow-up, it will be possible to re-introduce and modernize suitable methods
to exploit the desert environment in a sustainable way and multiply best practices
in addressing desertification, dwindling water resources and other such challenges.
Desert communities will thus find a renewed commitment to their environment.

A Farsi version of the papers and viewpoints presented at the Symposium was
published and distributed in the course of the event. UNDP-Iran is now pleased
to issue them in English in its Technical Papers series.

From its very inception the Symposium was viewed as the first step in an ongoing
process. The International Centre for Living with the Desert is now a budding
reality in Yazd. The website which was established on the occasion of the
Symposium (Www.undp.org/rbap/yazd) has been recently handed over to the
Centre to become a vehicle for sharing experiences among practitioners and for
promoting cooperation.

The Yazd Symposium could not have been possible without the strong commitment
and personal support of H.E. Mr. Gholamali Sefid, Governor-General of the Yazd
Province. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Forest and Rangeland
Organization of the then Ministry of Jihad also cooperated actively in the event.

On behalf of UNDP I would like to express sincere thanks to our partners both
inside and outside the I.R. of Iran for making the Symposium possible and for
their continuous support for what has become an on-going process to the benefit
of desert communities throughout the region.

Francesco M. Bastagli
UNDP Resident Representative
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